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Re: Docket Nuinber 2007-445-A

To whom it may conccm:

I am writing in response to the State of South Carolina's consideration for introducing
"Strctchcr Vans" as a means of transporting bed confined patients tc and t'rom physician

offices, dialysis centers and other non-emergent health care facilities. l am supportive of
ways to improve our health care system by investjng in innovative alternatives that

nxluces cost to the taxpayer, but we must be mindful that long terai savings must nol,

compromise the well being of the beneficiary nor diff' the quality ofpatient care Lo for-

profit transportation industries.

First, patients that require ambulance transportation mum meet three specific criteria. The
criteria for patients ihat are eligible for ambulance transportation ate patienti that are bed
confined, patients that are unable to stand without assistance and patients that are unable
to sit in a whee) chair for the time it takes tc complete thc suvice. By classifying the

patients in this category they must have an underlying medical diagnosis, or illness, that

tlualiQcs then for an ambulance transport. Thus, the patient can bc compromised if a
sudden onset or illness arises and they have no ability to maintain their airway,
cotnmunicate or Position theinsclves to prevent aspiration or other life threatening
possibilities.

Second, many patients tnay be transported to dialysis in which a number of lifc-
threatening problems can occur as a result of their circulatory system being circulated and
filtered by a maclunc. Complications 6om Hypotension can occur as a result ofvolurnc
depletion or a severe hemorrhage can occur l'rom the dialysis shunt's inabihty to clot. ln
addition, there are oihiv factors that can contribute to problems with the beneficiary such
as Chemotherapy, Radiation Treatment, or CT/MRl scans where contrast is used by the
provider.
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Re: Docket Numbc.r 2007-445.A

'l'o whom it may concern:

I am ritmg m response to the State of South Carolina's consideration for introducing
W '

"Stretcher Vans" as a means or'transporting bed confined patients to and ti'om physician
offices, dialysis centers and other non-emergent health e,arc facilities. I am supportive of

ways to improve our health care system by investing in innovative altomatlves that

rtxlut:vs cost to the taxpayer, but we must be miadlhl that long term savings must not

Compromise the well being of the beneficiary nor differ the quality or'patient care to for-
profit tran=portation industrit,-s.

Fir=t, patients that require ambulance transportation mtL,n meet three specific orittrda. The

criteria for patit_ts that are eligible for ambulance tran_;porfi_tionm_ patients that are bed

confined, pati_t_ that are unable to stand without assistance and patients that are unable

to sit in a wheel chair for the time it takes to complete the stavice. By olassifying the

patients in this category they must have an underlying medical diagno,,-/_, or illness, that
qualifit_s then for an ambulance tnmsport. Thus, the patient can bc compromised ira

sudden oas=t or illness arises and they have no ability to maintain their airway,

communicate or ]_ositioa thcm_ives to prev©nt aspiration or other life threateningposm_,ilities.

$oooad, many patients may be transported to dialysis in which a number oflif_

threatening problems can occur as a result of their circulatory system being oizculated and
filtered by a mackinc. Complications from Hypotensio, can oc_r as a res¢lt ofvolutnc

depletion or a s©verc hemozrhage can o0¢ur from the dialysis shuat's inability to clot. In

addition, there are other factors that can contribute to problems with the ix,'nefioiary such

as Cbemottterapy, Radi=ion Treatment, or Cr/M RI scans where contrast is used by theprovider.

Eg/Io 39_'d 3_3 9_NOS_3d 8_SLg_P8 SS :01_ 80g_/I8/0_



APR l3, 2007 12x27 000-000-00000 page 2

2of2

l believe introducin this form of trmsportation is not to save the State money, but to
increase reverxue to businesses act'ing as a "gn between" for the Medicaid pxogram and

Rnbulance providers. Furthermore, introducing this method ol' transportation will

compromise thc wcH-bcitxg oi'bcnc6ciarics by eliminating s patient care advocate who is
monitoring their vitals, providing rcassurancc in a stressful situation, answering questions
or giving them a should'~ to lean on. By administering a program that would resemble a
"Two man and a trucic" way uf doing business will not on ly cnxn promise thc integrity of
thc health care system but will contribute to the devaluing of s benefiidatics quality of
life.

I ask the State of South Carolina not to support this measure and continue to be an

advocate to the beneficiaries by not short changing the safety or quality of life by placing
prufxt above paticni, care.

Respect['ully Submitted,

Sean D. Hallihurtnn

NREMT-Paraxnedic
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I beliovu introducing this form of transportation is not to save the State money, but to

increase revenue to businesses acting as a "go betw_n" for th© Medicaid program and
Ambulance providers. Furthomlore. introducing this method ol'translx_rtation will

compmmbo the well-being of beneficiaries by eliminating a patient care advocate who is

monitoring thch- vitals, providing reassurance in a sa_essfu] situation, answering qucstion_
or giving them a should_.'r to loan on, By admlnisTadng a program that would resemble a

"Two man ',rod a truck" way of doing businvss will not only compromise the integrity of

the health care system but will contribute to the devaluing ofs beneficiaries quality of
lifo.

I ask the State of Soath Carolina not to support this measure and oaatiaue to b¢ an

advocate to the beneficiaries by act short ohang/ng the safety or quality oflitb by placing
profit above patient care.

Respectfully Submitted,

Scan D. Halliburton

NREMT-Paramedic
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